
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
– Parish Pastoral Council – 

Minutes for Meeting of 
March 9, 2015 

 

 Persons Present: 

  Fr. Michel Mulloy 
     Rector 

 



  Dan Brechtel 
  Bob Cronin  
  Chris Daniel 
  Deacon Raul Daniel 
  Fr Jonathan Dillon 

 
  Ernie Garcia  
  Mary Goble     
  Jessica Hicks   
  Larry James     
  Leon Lunders 
   
 



  Jeremiah Murphy  
  Deacon Greg Palmer  
  Deacon Jim Scherr 
  Brian Schroeder  
  Gege Schwab        
   
 

 
  Beth Strain 
  Alexys Swedlund  
  Fr Ed Vanorny   
  Dustin Wagner 
  Mike Wilson   

   

Other Persons Present:                

The meeting opened with a prayer at 7:30 p.m.           Cathedral Mission: To Know, Love and Serve Christ in One Another. 

 

Agenda Item 
Discussion 

Action/Recommendation 

1.Opening Prayer (Fr. Mike) 

 

PRAYER OF A FAITHFUL STEWARD 
Most generous and loving Father, you offer us  

          the grace to live life more abundantly through  

your Son Jesus, our Lord and Master.  You invite  

          us into a deep and loving relationship -  one 
          built on faith and trust in your divine plan for 

          our lives.   We pray for the grace of surrender.  

  
Lord God, you call us to participate fully in 

          building your Kingdom here and now by being 

          faithful stewards through a life of generous 
          hospitality, a lively faith, and dedicated 

          discipleship.  Modeling our Blessed Mother, it 

          is only in seeking and responding to the Holy 

          Spirit that we can fully answer this call.  We pray 
          for the gift of faith. 

   

We thank you for the many gifts you have given us. 
          All that is good in our lives comes from you. 

          Give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and a heart 

          to respond so that we might generously share 
          your gifts to build up the Body of Christ, Your 

          Church.  We pray for the gift of generosity. 

  
It is in sharing that we can fully experience this 

          life in abundance in Christ Jesus our Lord. —— AMEN. 

2. Review Minutes of Previous Meeting 

  

 

The minutes of the February 9, 2015 meeting were approved: 

  As presented       With amendment(s) 

 

3. Council Nominations (Beth Strain) 

Nominees for candidates for Parish Council should be appointed at 

the March meeting.  Election is to take place one weekend between 

the May and June meetings.  Father Michel will be assigning 

council members the nominees they are to call to see if they are 

  

Fr. Mulloy received names from some council members.  He added some 
names.   

Council members were given the names and phone numbers of those 
they are to call.  Calls should be made sometime after next Monday and 



Agenda Item 
Discussion 

Action/Recommendation 

interested in running. should be complete within a couple of weeks. 

If a person agrees to run for parish council, ask that they submit a short 
bio, a statement explaining why they wish to be on the council and a 
picture to Sue.  She should have that information by mid-April. 

4. STM Mission Trip (Fr Mulloy) 
Below is a message from Mary Casey from STM regarding the 

mission program.  Please review the information and be prepared to 

give your opinion. 

 

I know you both are aware of our mission program here at STM.  

This is our 6th year of taking kids to impoverished areas of the 

world and we are deep in the process of getting organized. 

This year we are returning to Jamaica thru the Catholic program the 

Mustard Seed Communities.   

The children of MSC have disabilities that include cerebral palsy, 

Down syndrome, autism, epilepsy, blindness, developmental 

delays, scoliosis, microcephaly, progeria and others. Their objective 

is to provide these children with a safe and healthy place to live, 

where they have care and therapy. MSC’s purpose is to advance the 

moral, mental and physical wellbeing of children with disabilities. 

One of the strands of getting the team ready is fund raising.  The 

cost for each missionary to be on the team is approximately 

$2000.00.  Each missionary is responsible to come up with this 

amount.  In addition we have set a group fundraising goal of 

$5000.00.  This covers the expenses of the clergy who accompanies 

the team, group expenses such as hotel and enables us to purchase 

items needed at the orphanages. We have raised $3000.00 of this 

goal. 

We are wondering if we could approach your parishioners for 

donations.  What we are thinking is having the mission team 

members speak at the end or beginning of each mass explaining 

what we are doing and then taking a free will donation at the doors.   

 

 

Fr. Mulloy stated he receives numerous and various types of requests for 
fundraising.  

The council members felt this particular request would be well received 
by the parishioners and said it would be fine to let a student speak at 
each Mass and have students at the doors to receive donations.   

Beth will let Mary Casey know this has been approved.   

There is no current policy for these types of requests by groups. 

Fr. Mulloy asked council members to let him know if they hear negative 
feedback about this or any other fundraisers. 

 

5. Love INC Report (Dan Brechtel) 

1. The new south Love Inc. campus opens in March. 

2. Several free classes available, check out 

www.loveinconline.com/life-inc/ for more details. 

3. Furniture Ministry Launching Lunch -March 26th 12-1:30 

They are looking for churches to sign up a 2-3 people team 

offering 3-4 hr a month to this ministry. Opportunity to 

pray with families that receive the furniture. 

4. Is this a ministry that we should continue to support? Do 

you know anyone that we should consider asking to do 

this? 

 

Dan reported that there is a lot of focus on the new south campus at 
202 E. Indiana St.  Council members had received a flyer advertising 
the Financial Freedom Class with the agenda.  LOVE INC is looking 
for volunteers for that class. 

Dan will be involved in the Furniture Ministry.  Fr. Mulloy asked Dan if 
he would be willing to speak about this ministry, inviting people to join, 
at all Masses one weekend.  Dan will work on a presentation.  The 
information could also be put in the bulletin. 

6.  Hope For New Life Jail Ministry (Beth Strain) 

Bill Gradoville has asked to move the Hope For New Life Jail 

Ministry display to the south entrance.  Below is his reasoning: 

Currently, the Hope For New Life Jail Ministry display, 
donation box, inmate prayer request book, informational 
brochures & signage are located on a shelf next to the holy 
water font in the north vestibule.  I am writing to inquire if you 
would be open to allowing our jail ministry to move our 
display to the south vestibule.  Since the south vestibule 
attracts more parishioners into & out of the south entrance, & 

 

Council members had no objection to moving the Hope For New Life 
material to the south entrance.   

http://www.loveinconline.com/life-inc/


Agenda Item 
Discussion 

Action/Recommendation 

because Perpetual Adoration is held in Our Lady's Chapel, 
moving our display to the south vestibule would increase the 
exposure that our jail ministry would receive.  This increased 
exposure would also increase the number of people who see 
our display, which would also hopefully increase the amount 
of prayers our inmates receive, as well as increase the 
amount of donations of money, paperback books & puzzles 
we receive.  Our annual budget of around $5,000 is 
funded solely by donations of parishioners from Cathedral, 
Blessed Sacrament & St. Therese.  The majority of our 
budget goes to purchase Catholic Bibles, chaplets & holy 
cards, which we offer to the Pennington County Jail inmates 
free of charge.  For the past 9 years our jail ministry has been 
in existence, we have averaged an annual distribution of 200 
- 250 Bibles, plus approximately 4,000 - 5,000 holy cards 
each year.  Thank you in advance for considering this 
request. ~ Sincerely, Bill Gradoville 

 

What are the Council’s thoughts on moving the display? In the near 

future there will be two large paintings of Saint Pope John the 

XXIII and Blessed Pope Paul VI on the elevator wall. We can move 

the display case that is located there to another spot if necessary.  

 

7.  Corpus Christi Procession (Beth Strain) 

The Corpus Christi procession is scheduled for 7th of June this 

year.  Last year the Knights of Columbus took on the greatest share 

of responsibility for making this happen, even though it was rained 

out.  Will the Knights of Columbus be in charge of this procession 

again this year?  We also need to know if Bishop Gruss will be 

available and if ICC will let us use the church.  Please come ready 

to share your views of the procession and any response to help with 

it. 

 

Ernie Garcia and Leon Lunders said the Knights of Columbus are 
committed to doing the procession.   

They will take it to the KC meeting being held tomorrow night (March 10).  
They will also contact Fr. Hathaway regarding having the closing prayers 
at ICC.   

8. Parish Vision Committee (Fr Mulloy)  

The purpose statement developed by the Visioning Committee is 

attached. It is important as we move forward that the Parish 

Council is in agreement and can embrace this purpose statement 

whole heartedly. Please reflect on and pray with this statement. 

Come prepared to seek clarification for understanding the statement 

and/or suggest changes.  

The next step for the Council is to reflect on a mission statement, 

one that captures the purpose statement in shorter and more concise 

form. Our current mission statement is: To know, love and serve 

Christ in one another. DO you think that mission statement captures 

the essence of the purpose statement or should we create a new 

one? Come prepared to accept our current mission statement and 

explain why it accurately reflects the purpose statement the 

Visioning Committee has created or how it might be changed and 

why.  

 

The Visioning Committee is currently working on the values that 

will underpin how we move forward with this purpose statement. 

Currently the values the Visioning Committee has selected are: 

love, courage, discipleship, joy, gratitude. The values the council 

chose were discipleship, compassion (which is encompassed in the 

value of love), reverence, gratitude and integrity (which the 

Visioning Committee thought was part of courage).  The staff also 

chose Compassion, gratitude, discipleship, zeal (which the 

 

The parish purpose statement developed by the Visioning Committee is: 

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish drawing 
from the gifts and talents of our community and the treasury of 
our Catholic faith, exists to facilitate encounters with Jesus in a 
welcoming community so that each person may experience an 
ongoing intimate relationship with Jesus that compels them to 
serve others and share His friendship with them. 

 

There was a discussion about the word “compels.”  Some felt there was 
a negative or harsh sound to that word.  Some suggested alternate 
words were encourages, causes or inspires.  Most liked the word 
inspires best.  Fr. Mulloy will take this information to the Visioning 
Committee for their consideration. 

 

Council members felt the mission statement captures the sense of the 
purpose statement.  It was suggested “Christ” be changed to “Jesus.” 

 

Once the Visioning Committee has the final purpose statement, mission 
statement and values, the next step will be to determine foundational 
ministries and set three priorities for the next five years for the 
Cathedral Parish.  The Parish Council will be more engaged in the 
vision once the priorities are set as they will be expected to consider the 
priorities in the decisions they make.     



Agenda Item 
Discussion 

Action/Recommendation 

Visioning Committee thought was included in courage) and Joy. 

The Visioning Committee is currently working on definitions of the 

five values they chose and will share those with the Parish Council 

at the next meeting.  

 

 

 

 

Additional Items 

The Liturgy Committee has suggested that when people are asked to 
move to make more room in the pews that they be asked to move to the 
center so people can come up the side aisles to find a place.  Fr. Mulloy 
agreed and will make this change. 

 

Fr. Mulloy asked if anyone had feedback from the stewardship forms that 
people filled out and brought forward at Masses the first Sunday of Lent.  
Fr. had some positive feedback but has not heard negative comments.  
None of the council members had comments to share.  Fr. said there is a 
church in Colorado that does something similar four times a year.  He 
would like to do it again especially with prayer if it is decided to do a 
renewal encouraging people to come to Adoration..   

 

The meeting adjourned with a closing prayer by Fr. Dillon at 8:40 p.m.  

The next meeting is scheduled for 7:30 p.m, April 13, 2015. 

 

  


