
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
– Parish Pastoral Council – 

Minutes for Meeting of 
Monday, April 13th, 2015 

 

  Persons Present: 

  Fr. Michel Mulloy 
     Rector 

 



  Dan Brechtel 
  Bob Cronin  
  Chris Daniel 
  Deacon Raul Daniel 
  Fr Jonathan Dillon 

 
  Ernie Garcia  
  Mary Goble     
  Jessica Hicks   
  Larry James     
  Leon Lunders 
   
 



  Jeremiah Murphy  
  Deacon Greg Palmer  
  Deacon Jim Scherr 
  Brian Schroeder  
  Gege Schwab        
   
 

 
  Beth Strain 
  Alexys Swedlund  
  Fr Ed Vanorny   
  Dustin Wagner 
  Mike Wilson   

   

Other Persons Present:                

The meeting opened with a prayer at 7:35 p.m.           Cathedral Mission: To Know, Love and Serve Christ in One Another. 

 

Agenda Item 
Discussion 

Action/Recommendation 

1.Opening Prayer (Fr. Mike) 
 

Fr. Dillon said an opening prayer. 

2. Review Minutes of Previous Meeting 

  

 

The minutes of the March 9th, 2015 meeting were approved: 

 As presented       With amendment(s) 

 

3. Council Nominations (Beth Strain) 
Parish council Members were assigned people to call to see 
if they were interested in running for Parish Council. Please 
have your responses turned in to Beth or Sue by Monday. It 
is important that everyone who received a letter gets a follow 
up call unless they contacted us first.  

There are a number of people who have agreed to run so there will be an 
election. 

4. Parish Vision Committee (Beth – FYI) 
The purpose statement was reviewed by the Visioning 
Committee. They considered the input of the Parish Council 
and the Staff. You will notice that the word “compels” remains 
in the purpose statement. The Visioning Committee 
considered carefully the council’s recommendation and was 
divided about its use. In the end, the word “compel” won the 
day. The Visioning Committee feels that we need a strong 
word there to convey the urgency and importance of us 
reaching out to others. A true encounter with Jesus does 
more than inspire or encourage. It really expects a response. 
Thus we settled with the word “compel”. It is not intended to 
be demanding but rather urgent and vitally important to the 
ministry to which we are all invited to engage. This is the final 
form of the purpose statement.  
 

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

drawing forth the gifts and talents of our 

community and embracing the treasury of the 

Catholic Faith, encounters Jesus in a welcoming 

community so that each person may experience 

an ongoing intimate friendship with Jesus that 

compels them to serve others and share His 

friendship. 

The mission statement had been ….to know love and serve 
Christ in one another. The Visioning Committee reworked 

Council members appreciated and understood the Visioning Committee’s 
decision to keep the word “compels” in the purpose statement. 

They thought the mission statement, which reflects a sequence of 
events – first to encounter Jesus and then serve – was good. 

 



Agenda Item 
Discussion 

Action/Recommendation 

this to blend with the language of the purpose statement and 
to make a short phrase that captures both aspects of the 
purpose statement; that is, to encounter Jesus and to serve 
others out of that encounter with Jesus. We also wanted to 
express the priority of encountering Jesus first so that our 
service will be born out of that relationship. Thus  
 

Our mission is: to encounter Jesus, then serve  

Jesus in others. 

We are still working on the values that will drive our fulfilling 
this mission and purpose. The Visioning Committee is 
working to make sure the value definitions and ways of living 
those values are in line with the purpose statement and the 
mission statement. You are encouraged to take this purpose 
statement and mission statement and pray with it so that it 
becomes more deeply immersed in your own personal lives 
and can be your guide in leading our parish community in the 
coming years.  

 

5. Corpus Christi Procession (Beth Strain) 
Ernie Garcia has been in communication with Fr Hathaway 
who has given permission to use ICC.  Is there any new 
information to share?  Are there other duties that need to be 
accomplished? 

Greg Scherr and other Knights are working on the procession.  They 
will obtain the parade permit.   

The procession will be on June 7.  Bishop Gruss will not be available so 
Fr. Mulloy and/or Fr. Dillon will need to carry the monstrance. 

It was noted that Fr. Mulloy wants to mention the anniversary of the 
flood, which was on June 9, 1972. 

6. Stewardship Summit (Beth Strain) 
The Diocesan Stewardship Committee is inviting all Catholics 
to The Summit which will be held at Terra Sancta on Friday 
evening June 12 and Saturday, June 13.  A DVD will be 
shown during all Masses on April 11/12. This is an excellent 
opportunity to learn first-hand about this initiative in our 
diocese. If you have not attended Pastoral Ministry Days in 
the last couple years, this is the conference to attend to grow 
in an appreciation of what is happening in our diocese. It will 
be inspirational and informational. Please consider attending. 
 

The DVD presentation went well and was well received.   

Fr. Mulloy would like the Parish Council members to attend The 
Summit.  The cost is $40 for a single or $65 for a couple.  Meals are 
included.   

The Summit will be geared to the people in the pews and be more 
broad based than Pastoral Ministry Days.  In addition to Bishop Gruss 
and Fr. McCormick, there will be other priests, deacons and lay people 
giving presentations.   

7.  Pastoral Ministry Days (Daniel Brechtel) 
Most of the Parish Staff attended this event and I thought it 
would be good to share any insights we had from the two day 
event which had several presenters including Bishop Gruss. 
The focus was on Stewardship - Hospitality and moving 
toward Faith. An emphasis was also placed on discipleship 
versus volunteering. Those that attended please bring 
something to share about the breakout sessions. 
 

Ideas about how to be more hospitable were shared at PMD.  Some of 
those ideas are being implemented at the Cathedral including having 
name tags for hospitality ministers and having training for hospitality 
ministers. 

Part of hospitality should be an expression of gratitude for those who 
come to Mass.   

Bishop Gruss emphasized that people should not consider themselves to 
be volunteers for their church but rather disciples of Christ.  There should 
be a desire to be generous with time because we are disciples doing 
what we are doing because of what Jesus calls us to do. 

Bishop also stressed the importance of giving encouragement and 
personally inviting people to activities. 

8. Lent Soup supper and Stations of the Cross (Daniel 
Brechtel) 
I was approached by a parishioner who expressed frustration 
that the cancellation of the soup suppers during Lent was not 
communicated to the parish prior to Lent. Several people had 
been attending this faithfully for years. She expressed 

The parishioner who talked with Dan will be in charge again next year.   



Agenda Item 
Discussion 

Action/Recommendation 

interest in continuing the soup suppers and heading the 
event as a potluck like they did this year in the hall.  There 
were 20 to 40 people attending these meals weekly this year.  
 

Fr. Ed's 70 birthday (Daniel Brechtel) 
FYI – There will be a celebration of Fr. Ed Vanorny’s 70th 
birthday and retirement on Saturday, May 9, after the 5:30 
Mass at the Cathedral.  Weather permitting, it will be held on 
the south lawn. 
 

Fr. Ed’s family will pay for the meat. 

Greg Scherr will email all the Knights of Columbus asking them to sign 
up to bring salads or desserts.  If it looks like more food will be needed, 
Cathedral staff and other groups will be asked to bring a salad or 
dessert. 

Fr. Ed will remain in residence at the Cathedral and will continue as the 
hospital chaplain.     

Additional Item The Matthew Kelly CD Faith at Work and the Holy Moment was given to 

each council member. 

Closing Prayer Fr. Dillon closed with the Prayer of a Faithful Steward 

 

The meeting adjourned with a closing prayer at 8:03 p.m.  

The next meeting is scheduled on Monday, May 12, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

 

  


